BOOK REVIEWS composition and of ion-exchange resin properties, both very valuable to the amino acid analyst. Detection reagents are evaluated, and gas-chromatographic methods are detailed. There is a good chapter on the important subject of computer application to amino acid analysis. The 46-page chapter on amino acids in physiologic fluids includes methods of a-amino nitrogen and individual methods for phenylalanine, tyrosine, and cystine. The discussion of the application of automated column chromatographic methods to physiologic fluids is detailed, authoritative, and contains normal values and many drawings of chromatographic curves.
The time for a journal specifically devoted to hypertension has arrived. The investigator or clinician, determined to keep abreast of new developments in the field, now needs to scan cardiologic, nephrologic, endocrinologic, as well as pharmologic and physiologic journals simply to be aware of new developments. The publisher (Marcel Dekker, Inc.) and editor (Michael J. Antonaccio, Ph.D.) of Clinical and Experimental Hypertension deserve to be commended for trying to provide a quality, refereed journal to cover clinical and experimental issues in hypertension.
The scope of the material presented in the first issue of this new journal is broad and reflects the editor's desire to make the journal useful and informative to a wide audience within the field of hypertension. Two of the nine studies pertain to humans and three focus on very basic research problems in the central and peripheral nervous system. Although all of the articles were in English and will continue to be, authors from five countries were represented. The editorial board is also international with representatives from twelve countries in addition to the United States. Unfortunately, the board is somewhat overrepresented by members of the pharmaceutical industry and underrepresented by clinicians, but it is too early to know if this imbalance will determine the future direction of the journal. At $90.00 per year for six issues of 150 pages each, Clinical and Experimental Hypertension is prohibitively high for the individual but should be purchased by most medical libraries. One unpleasant aspect is the use of typed camera-ready copy by a publication this expensive, but perhaps this is necessary if the papers are to be published as quickly as the editor and publisher would like.
Whether Clinical and Experimental Hypertension will become the important resource for physicians and scientists interested in hypertension remains to be seen. The American Heart Association has recently launched a cheaper and more elegant publication, Hypertension, to serve the same need.
